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Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The United States welcomes the release of Turkmen environmental activist 
Tukhbatullin. Since Mr. Tukhbatullin's trial was neither transparent nor in 
accordance with Turkmen or international standards of due process, his 
"confession" is similarly open to question. Nevertheless, this was a welcome step by 
the Government of Turkmenistan. The United States hopes that the Government of 
Turkmenistan will also respond positively to recommendations made by the United 
Nations and the OSCE. 
 
Thank you. 
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