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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The U.S. too would very warmly like to welcome Ambassadors
Lipponen and Saltzmann to the Permanent Council today. Their joint
appearance here clearly demonstrates the close cooperation between
these two organizations.

As we have already covered a lot of topics with Foreign Minister Islami
this morning, I shall now confine myself to issues specific to the OSCE
Presence in Albania.

To begin, I should like to thank Ambassador Lipponen for his report to
the Permanent Council, as well as for his work and the work of his entire
team in Albania.

Ambassador Lipponen in his report outlines comprehensively the
situation in Albania and the many areas requiring more reform. We are
encouraged by the manner in which the various political actors dealt
with the parliamentary crisis last fall, with the October elections, and
with the February demonstrations. Specifically, when the international
community raised concerns regarding each of these issues, the
government and the opposition were often responsive in resolving
potentially serious problems. This needs to be commended and
encouraged by the OSCE and other international organizations and
institutions.
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We continue to support the Presence’s concrete assistance to Albania on
developing property restitution legislation. This legislation and its
implementation are absolutely essential to Albania’s reform program.

We also support the Presence’s invaluable work on electoral reform. As
we said in our response to Foreign Minister Islami, we believe the OSCE
and ODHIR can still provide vital assistance to Albania as it continues
to work on reforming its electoral procedures and on strengthening the
rule of law.

We also believe that the parliamentary support program is extremely
useful. We were very impressed with the participation of Albanian
parliamentarians here during last week’s Winter Session of the
Parliamentary Assembly — their candid description of the working
environment of their parliament made it clear that the Presence’s
parliamentary programs are very much needed.

We also strongly support the Presence’s anti-trafficking programs.
Working together with the Presence, with other international
organizations, and with NGOs, the government of Albania is making
progress towards fighting this international scourge.

I thank you Mr. Chairman.
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