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On November 30, 2009 President Obama nominated Ian C. Kelly as U.S. Representative to the 

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), with the rank of Ambassador. 

 

Ian Kelly has served as the Spokesman for the U.S. State Department since May 2009.  He is a 

Senior Foreign Service Officer, with the rank of Minister Counselor.  Prior to that, Mr. Kelly was 

acting Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau for European and Eurasian Affairs from January 

to May 2009, with responsibility for Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, and Belarus, and the Director of 

the Office of Russian Affairs from 2007-2009.  From 2004-2007, he was Counselor for Public 

Affairs at the U.S. Mission to NATO.   From 1994-1996, Mr. Kelly was Director of Democratic 

Initiatives to the Newly Independent States at the State Department, coordinating the activities of 

nearly a dozen federal agencies involved in democracy building in the former Soviet Union.  In 

addition to NATO, he has been posted overseas in Rome, Ankara, Vienna, Belgrade, Moscow, 

Leningrad, and Milan. 

 

Mr. Kelly holds a Bachelor’s degree from St. Olaf College, a Masters degree from Northwestern 

University, and a Doctorate from Columbia University. 

 

 


