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Warsaw, 29 September 2008.  With a call for governments to more actively promote freedom, the 
United States delegation welcomed the inauguration of the annual Human Dimensions 
Implementation Meeting (HDIM) today in Warsaw. HDIM brings together hundreds of 
representatives of governments and civil society from the 56 participating States of the Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to benchmark progress of governments in meeting 
their mutually-agreed human rights and democracy commitments. The OSCE's Office for 
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) hosts the two-week international conference. 
 
The head of the United States delegation, Ambassador W. Robert Pearson, called upon states to do 
more to uphold freedom of expression and actively promote freedom in its many manifestations. He 
noted, too, that: "Upholding human rights is not only a question of how governments treat their own 
citizens.  Russia's invasion of Georgia last month was a sad reminder to us all that violations of key 
principles such as sovereignty, territorial integirty, and host country consent for the stationing of 
foreign forces often go hand in hand with brutal abuses of human rights." 
 
"Today is an occasion to reaffirm the long march of freedom," said Ambassador Pearson. "Our goal 
should be that the OSCE region become every year, in every participating State, more free.  We must 
resist efforts to chip away at the freedoms and liberties that were so valiantly won over the history of 
the Helsinki process," in which institutions like the OSCE, ODIHR and HDIM are rooted. 
 
After the opening session, Ambassador Pearson underscored the importance the United States 
attaches to HDIM, observing that, "HDIM is where we all come for a reality check every year on 
how OSCE freedom commitments are being met through the OSCE region."    
 
A full copy of Ambassador Pearson's opening statement is attached. 
 


