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United States Delegation Meets with NGOs,
Raises Concerns about Media Freedom at HDIM

Warsaw, 1 October 2008. The United States delegation has met with several NGO’s in the course of
its participation in the OSCE’s annual Human Dimensions Implementation Meeting (HDIM)
Warsaw. In addition, in a session devoted to surveying media freedom in the OSCE region, the
United States has expressed concern about repressive trends in parts of the 56-country OSCE region.

HDIM brings together hundreds of representatives of governments and civil society from the 56
participating States of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) to
benchmark progress of governments in meeting their mutually-agreed human rights and democracy
commitments. The OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) hosts
the two-week international conference, which began on 29 September.

The head of the United States delegation, Ambassador W. Robert Pearson, and delegation members
have met with representatives of the Russian-Chechen Friendship Society, who described the
conditions of their work and current conditions in Chechnya and Russia. The delegation has also
been pleased to meet with representatives of the Baltic Chechen Society, Voice of Beslan, and
Memorial, all of which are attending HDIM to acquaint the HDIM public with their activities.

Uzbek and Turkmen NGQO’s have also met with delegation officials to give their assessment of the
state of civil society in their countries. The United States delegation looks forward to further
opportunities to learn first-hand from participating NGO’s about their work and experience.

In the 30 September working session on media freedom, Ambassador Pearson observed that, “In
many OSCE participating States, unfortunately, the right of freedom of expression, particularly for
members of the media, is under constant threat....Free media are a basic institution of democracy,
and governments that accept democratic norms are bound to ensure a safe and hospitable climate for
free expression of opinion.”

After the conclusion of the session, Ambassador Pearson commented: “This year’s HDIM in
Warsaw is more important than ever, in view of the growing threats to freedom in some countries.
This meeting will cast a spotlight on how freedom is faring in the entire OSCE region. We should
not shy away from discussion and debate, or from challenging failures to uphold our common
commitments to respecting civil society and free media.”

See our website http://osce.usmission.gov/HDIM/hdim2008.html for Ambassador Pearson’s remarks
from the working session.
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